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ASSOCIATION OF MAYORS OF THE BOROUGHS OF PENNSYLVANIA

Dear Mayors,

My name is Deborah Bargo and I am the Mayor of the Borough of Lewis-
town located 30 miles east of Penn State and 60 miles west of Harrisburg.
I currently serve on the execu�ve board of the Associa�on as well as 
several commi�ees at PSAB.    

With warmest regards,

In 1955, a group of duly elected “burgesses” made applica�on to the Pennsylvania State Associa�on of 
Boroughs for a charter to become the Associa�on of Burgesses.   Six years later in 1961, following an effort 
led by two burgesses, Merri� Bosler of Norristown and Chris Brennan of Bridgeport, and with the support 
of the PSAB, the Pennsylvania Legislature replaced “burgess” with “mayor.”   The primary reason of the 
change was that a “burgess” was simply a member of a legisla�ve body in many regions while a “Mayor” 
was generally the universal term for the leader of a municipality.   Our organiza�on then became The 
Associa�on of Mayors of the Boroughs of Pennsylvania (“AMBP”).

It was a tremendous honor  for me to represent the Mayors in the Associa�on of Mayors of the Boroughs 
of Pennsylvania (AMBP) as your elected President. Our organiza�on, along with the Pennsylvania State 
Associa�on of Boroughs (PSAB) is important because we are all part of the government comprised of state 
boroughs bound by the Borough Code.  AMBP and PSAB have the same primary objec�ve: that is to 
provide legisla�ve/regulatory representa�on at both the state and federal levels and to promote a 
construc�ve and coopera�ve rela�onship between both en��es.

Our execu�ve commi�ee, the solicitor for our Associa�on, the secretary and the PSAB  are here to 
support you in any way that we can with ques�ons and concerns as you strive to serve your borough 
cons�tuents.  We want to assist you in being the best mayor you can be and to promote the successes 
your boroughs are experiencing.  Diane Smith, our Secretary/Treasurer, in addi�on to her many other 
responsibili�es, develops a quarterly newsle�er, sent to all members, with valuable and informa�ve 
ar�cles.  She encourages boroughs to submit pictures and interes�ng things that are going on in your 
town to share.  They can be emailed to dianesmith.AMBP @gmail.com
    
For those of you who are renewing your membership to our Associa�on, welcome back.  To those mayors 
who are not currently members, please consider joining us!

If I can be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me at 717-994-4369  or send me an email 
at dbargo@lewistownborough.com.

My wish for you is that you have con�nued success and thank you for the posi�ve leadership you will 
provide the residents of your borough.


